THE COILLEANACH

The Coilleanach is the name of an area in the townland of Creevagh and adjoining the western end of Doolough Lake. It is in or about fifteen acres in extent and its surface is of a mountainous nature. It affords rough grazing for cattle. The Coilleanach is away from human haunts and is known chiefly to the gunman in his quest for game. It calls for attention in this notice in that it became the haunt of a band of Franciscan Friars who had been expelled from Ennis by the Cromwellian soldiery. The expelled Friars betook themselves to Inagh where some of their number had been massacred by Cromwell’s soldiers. Others escaped and crossed Mount Callan in the direction of “The Hand”. They proceeded from there to the Coilleanach where they shel​tered in the solitude until the last of their number died. The approximate date of the Friars’ flight to Doolough would be 1651.

There are the remains of seven buildings at the Coilleanach. Most of them seem to have been huts in which the Friars lived. What remains of the walls are no more than four feet in height. There are the remains of a build​ing about fifty feet in length, narrow, and with an end wall about ten feet high. It probably served as a chapel. The present-day ruins merely suggest an adjoining number of primitive buildings. Were it not that there is a Franciscan record of the flight of a number of their community to Doolough nothing would have been known of the Coillean​ach having been a Franciscan habitat. In the townlands of Creevagh, Scropul and Doolough there remains only a trickle of tradition concerning the Friars and their banish​ment to Doolough.

One can only surmise as to the manner of life lived by the Franciscans at Doolough. The Coilleanach and its neighbourhood would provide little or nothing of the means of existence, it is a mountain area. True there were fish in the lake but not nearly enough to provide the needs of even a small community. The Friars must have lived off a famished people. In turn, the Fathers would have afforded religious opportunities to the neighbouring persecuted Catholics. What length the Friars lived by the lakeside until the last of their number passed away we know nothing. The Coilleanach is a surviving link in Kilmurry-Ibrickane with the penal days.

