BARRYMORE – Fr. E Barry


BARRY   OF   DONGOURNEY.(Pages 128 – 134 in the book)
In 1315, the eighth of Edward II., a Sir Robert Barry was seized in fee of the castle of Dongourney. He was a second son of a Lord Barry of Olethan, and was ancestor of the subsequent Barrys of Dongourney, according to a pedigree composed fifty years ago for the present writer's second cousin, William Fitzgerald of Castlelyons, then claiming, as heir general of the Barrys of Dungourney, their right of presentation to the rectory of Dongourney. Also in Archdall's "Lodge's Peerage," A.D. 1789, a Sir Robert Barry is the stirps of the sixteenth and seventeenth century Barrys of Dongourney; but the Sir Robert that was their stirps flourished not in A.D. 1315, but in circ. A.D. 1415, for fifth from the stirps in William Fitzgerald's pedigree is the Robert Barry of Dongourney who executed the feoffment of 1583, and fifth in Archdall is James Barry, sheriff of Dublin in 1577, grandfather of the first Lord Santry, and, at thirty years to the generation, the fifth in ascent from Robert Barry of 1583 and from James Barry of 1577 should have flourished circ. 1427-33.
Besides, and above all the pedigree given to Sir George Carew in 1600-1603 by David Viscount Buttevant deduces the Barrys of Dongour​ney from a younger brother of John Kittagh Lord Barry of Olethan, alias Lord Barrymore, who died A.D. 1419-1420: "Riochi, of whom the famillie of Rochy in Barrimond (recte Barrimore) descended." The Barry family of Rochy (Gallice, Roche; Anglice, Rock) in Barrymore being manifestly that of "the Rock, alias Dungourney," as Archdall has it. In ignorance of the Carew pedigree, Archdall wrote: "The affinity of the house of Santry to that of Barrymore the editor cannot ascertain, but their consanguinity being universally allowed, he presumes the following account taken chiefly from Mr. Lodge's MSS. will be rather an illustration of the subject now before him. And thus he proceeds: "Sir Robert Barry, of the Rock, in the county of Cork, knt, was father of Sir David Barry, whose son, James, married Elenor, daughter of John Fitzgerald, Knight of Kerry, and had two sons, the elder of whom, styled of the Rock, alias Dungourney, had four daughters and two sons, viz.: 
Catherine, married to — Keating; 
Ellen, to Darby Sullevane; 
Mary, to David Barry;
 the fourth to — Baker, by whom she had a son, Peter; 
John died without male heirs in 1673; 
David, who died before that period, leaving Robert, who succeeded his uncle at Dungourney, and was father of David, who died in 1725, leaving Patrick, David, Peter, and Robert living in 1729." 
Turning to the Santry branch, Archdall says that James Barry, second son of Sir James by the Knight of Kerry's daughter, was father of Patrick Barry,
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Constable of the Castle of Arklow [decree in chancery, 10 Feb., 1584], father of James Barry, sheriff of Dublin in 1577, and afterwards alder​man; father of Richard, sheriff of Dublin, 1604, alderman 1607, mayor 1610, M.P. 1613, 1634, and 1639; father of Sir James Barry, Lord Santry, born 1603, died 1672.
Through an oversight in Archdall's account of the Barrys of Dongourney, John FitzGarrett Barry, who died in 1673, is put in place of his great-grandfather, John FitzDavid Barry, and the intermediate genera​tions are omitted. Again, according to Archdall, Sir Robert Barry, of the Rock, was father of Sir David, father of Sir James, whose elder son was of the Rock, alias Dungourney, and whose younger son was ancestor of Lord Santry. On the contrary, in William Fitzgerald's pedigree, Sir Robert Barry, of Dungourney, has two sons:

(1) Robert, who died without issue, and 
(2) Philip, who was father of John, father of David, father of John FitzDavid, down to whom from Sir Robert the pedigree is probably correct, and down from whom it is certainly correct. It may be that John FitzPhilip was the Barry of Dongourney married to Elenor, daughter of John, Knight of Kerry, and that his son, David FitzJohn, was the father of the wives of Keating, Sullevane, Barry, and Baker.
John [FitzDavid] Barry, of Dongourney, is mentioned in a fiant of Elizabeth, No. 6485, dated 28 March, 1601: Pardon "Garrett Barry, of Downegournie, and James FitzRobert FitzJohn, of same." John FitzDavid Barry, of Dongourney, had two sons—first, Garrett, father of Honora, who married her first cousin, James FitzRobert FitzJohn Barry; and, second, Robert Barry, who executed the feoffment of 1583 and married a daughter of the Earl of Desmond, says the pedigree, meaning a daughter of Sir Thomas Roe Fitzgerald, of Connagh Castle, the eldest son of James FitzJohn, Earl of Desmond, and, as Earl of Desmond, himself summoned to Parliament in the third year of Philip and Mary, though afterwards ousted by his brother Gerald. Sir Thomas Roe's eldest son, James FitzThomas, also assumed the title, and died a prisoner in the Tower of London, A.D. 1608 or 1612. From forty to fifty years ago the present writer heard from many that when Robert Barry was taking home his wife from Conna Castle to Dongourney the Earl wept bitterly seeing the smallness of his daughter's marriage cortege compared to those, at all previous marriages of daughters of Earls of Desmond.
By that marriage Robert Barry had two sons, Garrett, his heir, and James, called James FitzRobert FitzJohn in the fiant of 28 March, 1601. This James having married Honora, daughter of his father's elder brother, Garrett, FitzJohn filed a bill against his own elder brother, Garrett Fitz​Robert, but unsuccessfully, as the following shews:
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James FitzRobert Barry, of Coddstown, in the county of Cork, and Honora, his wife, plaintiffs. Garrett Barry, defendant. Decree dated last day of April, 1616.
That defendant shall be established in possession of the lands of Dongornie, Rathkenan, Ballydonie, Rahorgan, Garrinogrie, Ballinogall, Carrigbrenagh, Nicholstown, Cowragh, and Balliknocke, in the county of Cork, pursuant to the award made by Lord Buttevant between the par​ties.—Record Office, Dublin.
Robert FitzJohn Barry was succeeded by his eldest son, Garrett Fitz​Robert Barry, of Dongourney, gent, who presented Ulic Burke, his clerk, in 1616, and is marked as patron of the church of Dongourney in 1614, 1625, and 1634, in the Regal Valuation Books, and died in 1645, leaving two sons and a daughter: —

(1)  John, his heir; 
(2) David, who died in John's lifetime, and 
(3) Margaret, who married Owen Cunningham, and had an only child, Mary, who married her mother's first cousin, James Barry, of Ballydona, son of James FitzRobert FitzJohn Barry, of Cottstown, and left issue.
Garrett FitzRobert Barry was succeeded by his elder son, John Barry, of Dongourney, gent, who got a decree of innocence in 1663, and, to​gether with his brother David, mortgaged the Dongourney estate on the 1st of May, 1666, to William Fitzgerald, of Glenane, near Killeagh, county Cork, for £1,300, to be paid on the 1st of May or 1st of November in that year, or any following year, at his dwellinghouse at Glennane. 
In the Cloyne Register, at A.D. 1670, John Barry is mentioned as patron. He had a daughter, Elena, who married Garrett Oge Barry, of Ballymacsliney (will 1691), and being sworn in, 1701, at Carrigtwohill before a Master in Chancery, said "that her father being about to die, desired that her husband, Garrett Oge Barry, be called in, and said to said Garrett Oge that he was sorry that he could not leave the town and lands of Don​gourney in the same way in which he got them to his nephew and heir, Robert, son of David, and that he gave him the key of the chest where his papers were."
John FitzGarrett Barry was succeeded by his nephew, Robert FitzDavid Barry, of Dongourney, gent According to the papers of William Fitzgerald, Robert FitzDavid was the last of his family in possession of Dongourney, and was murdered in 1696. The present writer often heard from his cousin and godfather, David Cotter, that Mr. Barry went to the house of Fitzgerald, the mortgagee, to pay the amount of the mort​gage, and was told to stay in the garden until Mr. Fitzgerald would be at leisure to receive him, and when sent for was dead under a gooseberry bush, with the money beside him.    Suspicion of foul play was aroused
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when Fitzgerald would not have the money but seized the Dongourney estate. The William Fitzgerald papers add that "information having been sworn against their father, or against themselves, for the murder, Maurice and James, sons of William Fitzgerald, handed over the Don​gourney estate and their father's part of the deed of feoffment to Sir Alleyn Brodrick, of Ballyannan, who was at the time, or shortly after, Chancellor of Ireland. Of that personage Burke's "Peerage and Baronetage," A.D. 1846, says: "Alan Brodrick, an eminent lawyer, who having filled the chair of the House of Commons in Ireland and the offices of solicitor and attorney-general, was appointed Lord High Chan​cellor and elevated to the peerage of that kingdom, 13 April, 1715, as Baron Brodrick of Midleton. His lordship was created Viscount Midleton 15 August, 1717. Lord Midleton was five times placed in the com​mission as one of the Lords Justices of Ireland.    He died in 1728," etc.
That eminent lawyer accepted the title-deeds of the Dongourney estate from two illegitimate sons of William Fitzgerald, of Glenane, and put a stop to all legal proceedings against them and their father, and even went so far as to have him knighted.
A bill to redeem the mortgage of 1666 was filed in 1728, and another in 1806, but the Dongourney estate continued with the Brodricks until sold about fifty years ago under the will of George Alan Brodrick, fifth Viscount Midleton.
Robert FitzDavid Barry, of Dongourney, left an only son, David Barry, M.D., of Ballinaclashy, who, according to his marriage certificate, was married to Mary Magner by Garrett Barry, priest (will proved in Cloyne in 1706). He had four sons and three daughters:—

(1) Patrick James, his heir; 
(2) Peter, who died unmarried, and was buried in Mogeela church​yard; 
(3) Robert, who died through a fall in robbing a sparrow's nest; 
(4) David, who married Mary Wilson, and died in a madhouse and with​out issue; (1) Elizabeth, according to one account, died unmarried; according to another, she eloped with Kidd, the piper, and had issue John and Anne. John was father of John, Thomas, and Anne, and by his son John was grandfather of Thomas and William. Anne, daughter of Kidd, the piper, and Elizabeth Barry married John Lewis, and was grandmother of Richard Lewis, father of Mary, and of Martha, who married Joseph McKenna. 
(2) Margaret, second daughter of Dr. David Barry, of Ballinaclashy, married — Seward, and had issue an only son, Barry Seward, of Ballincurrig, who died without issue; 
(3) Jane, third daughter of Dr. David Barry, married — Quick, and died without issue.
 Dr. David Barry died in March, 1725.

Patrick James Barry, M.D., of Midleton, county Cork, eldest son of David Barry, M.D., of Ballinaclashy, was of Ballinaclashy when on 20th
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January, 1734, married Rebecca Chartres, daughter of Alderman Chartres, of Cork. He had issue an only daughter, Mary Barry, who was born in 1740 and died in 1793, having married John Fitzgerald, who died in gaol in 1820, after thirty-six years confinement. The issue of that marriage were three sons and three daughters:—

(1) James Fitzgerald, barrister at law, who was a Protestant, and in 1805 presented the Rev. Matthew Purcell to the rectory of Dongourney. He married, but died without issue;
(2) Bartholomew, who died in 1831, unmarried and without lawful issue; 
(3) John, the major, who died unmarried and without lawful issue; the daughters, Ann, Rebecca, Mary, all died unmarried.

 In 1807 the following evidence was tendered:
William Power, gent., aged 110 years: Proves that he knew Dr. Patrick James Barry; that he lived in Midleton; recollects his death upwards of forty years ago. That he left an only child, Mary Barry, who, after her father's death, intermarried with John Fitzgerald, Esq. That she died in or about thirteen or fourteen years ago, leaving the late Counsellor Fitzgerald, her eldest son.
Witness recollects that Patrick James Barry was the eldest son of Doctor David Barry, formerly of Ballinaclass, in the county of Cork; that the said Dr. David Barry was the son of Robert Barry, of Dongourney, Esq., which said Robert was in possession of said lands of Dongourney at the time of his death.
That witness often heard, and it is the reputation of the country, that said Robert had been murdered at Dongourney through the means and persons belonging to William Fitzgerald, afterwards Sir William Fitz​gerald, who was the mortgagee of said lands; but at the time of his death said Robert was actually in possession of Dongourney estate.
That so long as witness recollects it was the reputation of the coun​try, and witness always considered the said Dr. Patrick James Barry as the heir of the Barry of Dongourney, and that no other person whatsoever was ever considered having any claim thereto but he. 
Barry Seward, upwards of 78 years:
Proves that he was nephew to the late Dr. Patrick James Barry, witness's mother being sister to the said Patrick James. That the said Patrick James was the only son of David Barry, witness's grandfather, and that the said David was the son of Robert Barry, who was the last man that was in the actual possession of that property. Heard and believes, accord​ing to the reputation of the family, that said Robert was the son of David Barry and nephew of John Barry who obtained the decree of innocence. That witness was well acquainted with the reputation of the family as to the foregoing circumstances, the constant subject of conversation in his family when he was early in life, being the title of the Barry family to the
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estate of Dongourney, and how they had been deprived thereof, par​ticularly with two of witness's aunts, who at the period were far advanced in life, and knew of their own knowledge several of the facts and circum​stances, and were constantly speaking thereof and relating all matters concerning the Dongourney estate to the younger members of the family. He also proves that Mrs. Fitzgerald was the only child of Dr. Patrick James, and that she was a Protestant, and left the late James, her son.
William Coghlan, aged 60 years: Proves that Dr. Patrick James Barry was foster brother to witness's father; that he often heard his father say that Patrick James was the son of David, also a doctor, who lived at Ballinclassy, and that David was the son of Robert Barry, and was the last of the Barry family that was in possession of the estate of Dongourney, it being the reputation of the family, and mentioned by ancient people, that said Robert had been murdered through the means of Sir William Fitzgerald, who had some claim to his property for some money that was due to him. That witness lived all his lifetime in said parish of Dongourney, and that it was always the reputation of the country that Dr. Patrick James was the heir of the Barrys of Dongourney. Knew that said Dr. Patrick James died leaving an only daughter, who afterwards married the plaintiff, John Fitzgerald, and that she died upwards of fourteen years ago, leaving the said James Fitzgerald, her eldest son, who died upwards of one year and a half ago.
In Barry Seward's evidence there is an error, for Dr. Patrick James Barry was not an only son, but the only son that left issue.
James FitzRobert FitzJohn Barry, pardoned in a fiant of 28 March, 1601, and plaintiff in 1616 in a suit against his brother, Garrett Barry, of Dongourney, gent., married his first cousin, Honora, daughter of Garrett, eldest son of John FitzDavid Barry, of Dongourney, gent., and had issue.
James Barry, of Ballydona, who married Mary, daughter of Owen Cunningham, and granddaughter of Garrett, who was of Dongourney in 1616, and had issue a son, William, and a daughter, Margaret, and was succeeded by his son, William Barry, of West Ballydona house, gent. He was a celebrated swordsman, and had a son, James Barry, of Midleton, father of James Barry, of the Pound, Carrigtwohill, father of Patrick Barry, a sergeant, killed in Egypt, and in whom the line of William Barry, the fencer, of West Ballydona house, became extinct
Margaret Barry, of East Ballydona house, sister of William Barry, of West Ballydona house, married William Fitzgerald, third son of Sir William Fitzgerald, of Glenane, and had issue James Fitzgerald, of Ballymartin, who married Elizabeth O'Neill, and had issue a son and two daughters: 
William Fitzgerald, of Castlelyons; 

Catherine, who married
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William O'Neill, and had issue Daniel and James; 
(2) Margaret, who married John Denahy, and had issue John and William.
William Fitzgerald, of Castlelyons, married — Cotter, and had issue James Fitzgerald, of Castlelyons, who married Ellen, daughter of William Barry, of Rockville and Dundullerick, and had issue William Fitzgerald, of Castlelyons, who, though a Roman Catholic, claimed the right of pres​entation to the rectory of Dongourney, in opposition to a Mr. Wilson, who claimed it either as being itself a bonum derelictum, or as being himself something to the Mary Wilson, wife of David Barry, youngest son of Dr. David Barry, of Ballinaclashy. Mr. Fitzgerald died unmarried in Melbourne, Australia. William Lawton, a great-grandson to the Margaret Barry married to a son of Sir William Fitzgerald, proved the claimant's [Wm. Fitzgerald's] line up to Robert, the father of Geraldus (Garrett Barry of Dongourney in 1616) through Mary Cunningham, a daughter of Margaret, only daughter of Geraldus, and his testimony was believed by the jury.
On the disestablishment of the Protestant Church in Ireland, Mr. John de Barry, of Midleton, claimed descent from and representation of the Robert Barry who, according to Archdall, was alive in I729, and was third son of the Dr. David Barry who died in 1725.
According to Mr. John de Barry, Robert Barry, a younger son of Dr. David Barry, of Ballinaclashy, lived at Tiggal Castle, and married a Margaret O'Brien, of Kilcor, and had issue:—

(1) William; 
(2) Redmond, father of David, of Coughra, who married Ellen Egan, of Dooneen, and had issue Ellen, second wife of James Barry, of Desert; 
(3) John; 
Debora, who married John Cotter. 

William Barry, eldest son of Robert Barry, of Tiggal, married Honora O'Connell, of Ballyclough, and had issue Thomas, who married Margaret Cotter, of Castlemartyr, and had issue William Barry, of Killeagh, who married Mary Kenny, and dying in 1861, left issue John de Barry, who married Kate Sullivan, and had issue:

John R.; 
Thomas,
Robert, ob. 1870.
Mr. John de Barry failed to corroborate his assertions that Robert Barry, of Tiggal, was Robert, son of Dr. David Barry, of Ballinaclashy, or was married to a Margaret O'Brien, of Kilcor. No such Margaret O'Brien appears in the O'Brien family papers; and the overwhelming presumption is that Robert, son of Dr. David Barry, of Ballinaclashy, did not live to be marriageable, having lost his life in robbing a sparrow's nest, having been presumed to have left no issue when the right of presentation was claimed for William Fitzgerald, circ. 1850, and at least to have left no male issue when that right was exercised by Counsellor Fitzgerald in 1805.
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