Barrymore – Fr. E Barry


CHAPTER I.—BARRYMORES.
[image: image1.jpg]



HE Norman-French name De Barri, now Anglicised Barry, has to be distinguished from the English name Berry, the French-Canadian name Des Barres, and the Gaelic Irish names O'Báire, Anglicised O'Barry, and O'Béarra, Anglicised Beary. In the "Annals of the Four Masters" the name De Barri is Gaelicised Barra, A Barra, Do Barra, and An Barrach. At present, its Gaelic forms in Barry's country are the indeclinable form, Do Barra, which is used after a Christian name, and the declinable form, nom. sing., An Barrach, gen. sing., An Bharraig, thus: Tómás Do Barra, Thomas Barry, Baile an Bharraig, Ballinvarrig, i.e., Barry's Town.
The name De Barri was on the Roll of Battle Abbey, an abbey built on the site of the battle of Hastings by King William I., A.D. 1066—1087, and consecrated A.D. 1094, in presence of King William II. The Roll of Battle Abbey contained a list of the chief officers of King William I. at the battle of Hastings, A.D. 1066, and was kept in the treasury of Battle Abbey at Hastings from about the time of that abbey's consecration, A.D. 1094, until the time of its suppression in or shortly after A.D. 1533. In the Roll of Battle Abbey De Barri and many other companions-in-
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arms of William the Conqueror have not the names which they bore at the battle of Hastings, A.D. 1066, but the names by which they were known in A.D. 1094, or other year in which the Roll was written.
We are told in the "Anglo-Saxon Chronicle" that, " Brytland (Wales) was in his (William the Conqueror's) power, and he therein wrought castles, and completely ruled over that race of men," p. 189. And the Welsh " Chronicle of the Princes" styles him "prince of the Normans, and King of the Saxons, the Britons, and the Albanians," p. 53, Rolls edition. That "Chronicle" mentions the defeat of the Welsh by the French at the river Rymney, in A.D. 1076; that the French ravaged Ceredigion and Dyved (Cardiganshire and Pembrokeshire) in 1071, and Ceredigion in 1072; that, in 1079, "William the Bastard, King of the Saxons, the French, and the Britons came for prayer on a pilgrimage to Menevia " ; that in 1080 the building of Cardiff began; and that "1091 was the year of Christ when Rhys, son of Tewdwr, King of South Wales, was killed by the French, who inhabited Brecheiniog; and then fell the kingdom of the Britons. And about the first of July the French came into Dyved and Ceredigion, which they have still retained, and fortified the castles, and seized upon all the lands of the Britons." The "Annals of Waverley" add that in 1080 King William I. led his army into Wales, and subjected it to himself.
Some time between A.D. 1070 and A.D. 1091, therefore, the coast of Glamorganshire was seized by the Anglo-Normans, and Barry Island and the adjacent coast land of Glamorganshire were allotted to a Norman nobleman, who took the name De Barri from being owner of Barry Island. He, or one of his immediate descendants, built Barry Castle on" the mainland opposite Barry Island.
The following account of the origin of the name De Barri was given in A.D. 1191 by Gerald fitz William De Barri, Archdeacon of Brecknock, alias Geraldus Cambrensis, "Gerald of Wales": "Not far distant thence (from Cardiff) is a small island situated on the shore of the sea of Severn, which island the neighbours call Barri, from the name of St. Barroch, formerly an inhabitant of that same place, whose relics, too, are contained in a chapel which is situated there, and is enfolded in bonds of ivy trans​formed into a bier. Moreover, from the name of this island those noble​men of the maritime parts of South Wales who are wont to rule this island, together with the nearest lands, are denominated, taking from Barri the name De Barri, first as a surname and afterwards as a family name."—" Itinerarium Kambriae," p. 66, Rolls edition.
The Archdeacon's father, William De Barri, being a Baron of Pem​broke, and resident at Manorbeer Castle, near Pembroke, was neither the first nor the second De Barri of Barri Island Castle;  but having been
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born circ. A.D. 1110, he might well have been a grandson of the first De Barri.
In A.D. 1191 the Archdeacon described his father's castle thus:. "The castle called Maynaurpir, i.e., Mansio Pirri, is about three miles distant from the castle of Pembroke. It is conspicuous for its turrets and battlements, and stands on the top of a hill stretching from the west to the sea-port. On the north side, close to the walls, is an excellent fish-pond, remarkable for its extent and the depth of its water. On the same side there is a beautiful orchard, enclosed on one side by a park, on the other by a grove, famous for the wildness of its rocks and the height of its hazels. On the right hand of the promentary, between the castle and the church close by the pond and the side of a mill, a rivulet of never-failing water makes its way into a valley, sandy by the violence of the winds. To the west, and at some distance from the castle, the Severn, in a winding angle, enters the Irish Sea. From this point you may see the ships driven from Britain by the wind towards Ireland, bravely daring the fearful inconstancy of the winds and the furious, blind rage of the sea. The land is productive of wheat, and is well stored with sea fish, and imported wine; and, better than all, from its nearness to Ireland, it enjoys a salubrious climate. Of all the lands of the whole of Wales Demetia, consisting of seven cantreds, is the fairest and choicest; and of Demetia, Pembroke; and of Pembroke, the aforesaid land. It remains, therefore, that of all Wales this place is the most pleasant. Therefore it would have been not wonderful, not unpardonable, had the writer extolled his native soil, the land of his birth, with more profuse titles of praise." —" Itinerarium Kambriae," lib. i., cap. xii., Rolls edition, p. 92.
William De Barri married Hangaret, daughter of Gerald de Windesor, by his wife Nesta, whose father was Rhys ab Tewdwr, last King of South Wales, A.D. 1077-1091, and whose mother was Gwladus, daughter of Rhiwallawn, a prince of Powis, and whose brother, Gruffudd ab Rhys, and nephew, Rhys ab Gruffudd, were renowned princes of South Wales.
Gerald de Windesor's grandfather was Otho, an honorary baron at the court of King Edward the Confessor, and owner of manors in five English counties. Gerald de Windesor's father, Walter Fitz Otho, or Fitz Other, was Constable of Windsor Castle immediately on its erection by William the Conqueror, and possessed the manor of Eton, and some land in Old Windsor, besides some manors in the neighbourhood, as Stoke, Horton, and Burnham (see "The Earls of Kildare Addenda," p. I, where there is reference to Tighe and Davis, "Annals of Windsor," vol. i., p. 20).
Gerald de Windsor is called Geraldus praefectus de Pembroc in the "Annals of Cambria," and Geralt ystiwart . . castell Penuro, "Gerald
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the steward of the castle of Penbroke," in " Brut y Tywysogion," that is, "The Chronicles of the Princes" of Wales. In the Rolls edition, the "Annals of Cambria," and the "Chronicles of the Princes," each occupy an octavo volume, but the writings of Giraldus Cambrensis occupy eight such volumes. From these authorities it appears that in A.D. 1091 Rhys ab Tewdwr, last King of South Wales, was slain, and Arnulph de Mungumeri, brother of Robert, Earl of Shrewsbury, was allotted Demetia, including Pembrokeshire, and built a castle at Pembroke. 

A.D. 1092 Gerald, Constable of Pembroke, for Arnulph de Mungumeri, successfully withstood a siege and outwitted the Welsh, who at that time took all the other castles of Demetia and Cardigan, except one. Geraldus Cambrensis adds that, "Without delay that Gerald, to root him and his deeper in these territories, married Nesta, sister of Griffin, prince of South Wales, from whom, in course of time, he raised an egregious progeny of both sexes, by whom the maritime parts of South Wales were retained for the English, and, later on, the walls of Ireland were stormed" (vol. vi., p. 91).
A.D. 1095. Gerald the steward, to whom had been assigned the stewardship of the castle of Pembroke, ravaged the boundaries of Menevia. " Chronicles."
A.D. 1100. Gerald negociated the marriage of Arnulph de Mun​gumeri with a daughter of Morough O'Brien, King of Ireland, Later in 1100 Arnulph de Mungumeri was banished by King Henry, and Demetia, with Pembroke Castle, was given to a knight named Saer.— "Chronicles."

Arnulph fled to Ireland, and his daughter, Alice, was subsequently married to Girald's son, Maurice.—"The Earls of Kildare Addenda," page 4.
A.D. 1102. King Henry expelled Saer from Pembroke, and granted the custody of the castle, with all its territories, to Gerald the Steward, who had been under Arnulph the Steward.—" Chronicles."
A.D. 1105.    Gerald built the castle of Little Cenarch.- “Chronicles of the Princes”
A.D. 1106. Owain ap Cadwgan, a prince of Powis, and second cousin of Nesta, the wife of Gerald, attacked by night and burned the castle of Little Cenarth, and carried off Gerald's wife and four children; Gerald's own escape was due to his wife's contrivance. For this outrage Owain was outlawed, and had to fly to Ireland. But, in 1108, he was pardoned, in 1111 he accompanied the King to Normandy, and in 1113 he was commissioned to help the King's son to seize or slay Gerald's brother-in-law, Prince Gruffudd, who had been an exile in Ireland from childhood to manhood, and on his return had spent two years, partly with Gerald, and partly with his Welsh kindred, in arms, vindicating his lost inheritance. Near Caermarthen, Owain, after plundering some adherents of Gruffudd, was encountered and slain by Gerald and a party of Flemings going to join the King's son at Caermarthen.—" Chronicles of the Princes."
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A.D. 1116 is the date of Owain's death in the " Annals of Cambria" As Gerald de Windesor appears no later in the "Annals" or " Chronicles," the presumption is that he did not long survive his enemy, Owain ab Cadwgan, and that the "Earls of Kildare Addenda" is wrong in putting his death so late as A.D. 1135. Whether, after her abduction by Owain ab Cadwgan, Nesta was ever restored to Gerald de Windesor does not appear. From the royal favour shewn to Owain from the year 1108 onwards, coupled with the notorious fact that Nesta bore a son to the King, Henry FitzRoy, father of Meiler FitzHenry, some time Jus​ticiary of Ireland, it does seem that the surrender of Nesta by Owain was not to her husband, but to the King.
Whether or not Nesta's sons, Walter and Howel, and William Fitz-Hay, in Welsh Gwilim ab Aed, were legitimate is now unknown But, notwithstanding an inquisition to the contrary in 1331 (Escheat 5th, Edw. III,, No. 104), it is abundantly evident that Robert FitzStephen, son of Nesta and Stephen, Constable of Cardigan, was legitimate. On his death, without heirs of his body, his vast possessions went to the De Carews, the representatives of his eldest uterine brother, William de Carew, the eldest son of Gerald and Nesta; but should not have gone to them, but to the Crown, if Robert FitzStephen were illegitimate. And before and after 1331 in the courts of law the Crown admitted and upheld the title of the Carews as heirs of FitzStephen. " Smith's History of Cork" says that the inquisition of 1331 "was much influenced by the power of the first Earl of Desmond; that in 1310 King Edward II. issued a precept to Maurice de Carew to distrain the lands of David Barry and Maurice Fitzgerald for services and dues to him as lord of several of their posses​sions."
In 1603 Thomas Wadding wrote to Sir George Carew that he (Wad​ding) had seen under the exchequer seal of Ireland two judgments for Caru against the King, Edward I. in one, and Edward II. in the other. These judgments affirmed that Fitzgerald, not yet Earl of Desmond, and Barry held of Carue, and that the wardship of them under age belonged not to the King, but to Carue (see "Calendar Carew MSS., A.D. 1603," p. 440).
In 1358 numerous writs confess that down to A.D. 1336 the Barrys, lords of Olethan, held their lands in the county of Cork immediately from the Carews, and not from the King in capite.
King Henry's son, Robert, Earl of Gloucester, was no son of Nesta
The following are references to sons of Nesta in the "Chronicles of the Princes": —
A.D. 1135. Gruffudd ab Rhys and other Welsh princes attacked Aberteivi Castle, defended by Stephen, its constable, together with Robert
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FitzMartin, William FitzOrc, the sons of Gerald the Steward, and the Flemings. The castle was not taken, but three thousand of the Normans and Flemings were slain.
AD. 1145. A force of French and Flemings under the sons of Gerald the Steward and (their brother) William, son of Aed, failed to retake the castle of Caermarthen after its capture by Cadell, son of Gruffudd ab Rhys.
A.D. 1146. Cadell, Maredudd, and Rhys, sons of Gruffudd ab Rhys, together with William, son of Gerald, and his brothers, and Howel, son of Owain, captured the castle of Gwys.
A.D. 1147. David Fitzgerald, Archdeacon of Cardigan, succeeded Bernard as Bishop of Menevia.
A.D. 1152. Maredudd and Rhys, sons of Gruffudd ab Rhys, captured the castle of Tenby, and gave it to William Fitzgerald.
1165. Rhys burned Aberteivi Castle, and imprisoned Robert Fitz-Stephen.
1168. Robert FitzStephen was released from the prison of the Lord Rhys, his friend; and Diermid, son of Murchath, took him with him to Ireland, and they landed at Lough Garmon, where they gained the castle.
Incidentally, Geraldus Cambrensis, Gerald FitzWilliam de Barri, a grandson of Gerald de Windesor and Nesta, shews the power attained by the descendants of Nesta in the first and second generations.
"About that time (ie., 1184) it happened that Rhys ab Gruffudd, prince of South Wales, came to meet the King's representatives, Baldwin, Arch​bishop of Canterbury, and Rannulph de Glanville, Justiciary of England, for a conference at Hereford. And when at dinner in the house of William de Ver, Bishop of Hereford, by whom with great honour he had been received and entertained as a guest, he was seated between the Bishop himself and Walter FitzRobert, a noble baron, who was of the family of the De Clares, as also was the bishop, the Archdeacon, Gerald, came and stood before them, with only the table between him and them, and sufficiently courteously and wittily addressed Rhys in these words: 'You can rejoice, O Rhys, and be glad that at this dinner you sit between two of the De Clares, whose heritage you hold, and two of the greater;' for he then held the whole land of Cardigan, which he had recovered from Roger, Earl De Clare. But Rhys, being a man of great intelligence and particularly prompt in repartee, immediately answering says: ' It is true that we have long time lost our heritage through the De Clares, but, as we had to lose it, we are glad, and ought be so, that we lost our lands so long, not through any mean and obscure people, but through men so bright (claros) and illustrious.' The bishop, too, added: ' To us also, as we had to lose lands we possessed so long, it gives much pleasure that so trusty and noble a man as Rhys now possesses them.'"
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But after the midday sleep, towards evening, when the bishop and great men, leading Rhys with them, had entered a summer-house and were seated together there, and Gerald, the Archdeacon, had entered with the others, and was seated, Rhys being disposed to joke and make fun, and taking Gerald for his subject, and as if wishing to make a return for what was said at dinner, says: "This Archdeacon and his kinsmen, who are called Geraldines, are descendants of my aunt Nesta, the sister of my father, Griffin,, and, indeed, they are great and trusty men, but cannot live except in one corner of Wales, namely, the cantred of Pembroke." Of the Archdeacon's reply the beginning is lost, and the remainder is: "Nay, more, in Wales the sons of Nesta have held the seven cantreds of Demetia, namely, the eldest, William Fitzgerald, Penbroc and Ginefin; Robert FitzStephen, Kerdigan and Kemmeis; Henry FitzRoy, Nerberd and Penbidiauc ; Maurice, Landesteffan ; William Hay St Clare, Howel, and Walter, Lanpeter and Swelfrei, with other lands. The two daughters of Nesta, namely, Hangaret, my mother, and Gledewis, were married to two barons of Ros and Penbroc. Besides these six or seven barons, David, Bishop of Minevia, who presided with pontifical authority over nearly all South Wales, had a son. Besides, although they had so large and great portions of Wales, yet, through the growth of family shoots and the sprouting of progeny, Nesta's sons, Robert and Maurice, with their nephews, Remund and Meiler, and also their sons and kinsmen, flew across the Irish Sea, and by their spiritedness made a beginning of the conquest of that kingdom, and for themselves and their own have retained thirty cantreds (i.e., baronies) or more out of the kingdom of Ireland, and by their aggression were the occasion of all the lands possessed there by the English. Since, therefore, the posterity of Nesta has had nearly seven cantreds in Wales, besides Kerdigan also, whose greater part they formerly possessed, and since they have conquered thirty, or more, in Ireland, neither truly, nor seriously, can it be said that the progeny of Nesta could not live except in a corner of Penbroc. But with perfect truth it can be said that the sons of Griffin seem wholly unable to live outside a minute portion of South Wales, of which, whilst they occupy merely seven or eight cantreds, claiming all the rest by hereditary right, they neither cross over to foreign lands nor as yet reconquer their heritage." As these things were said in a great audience, before the Archdeacon and Justiciary, and also not a few bishops and barons who had come up, Rhys for a short while blushed through shame, but as he was a sensible and discreet man he answered temperately enough in this manner, saying: " That, in fact, those sprung from Nesta were and are trusty and strenuous, and that they had made a great conquest in Ireland, if only it could remain to them." He added that, because these two nations, the Welsh and Irish, are
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ever fed on the hope of recovering from the English all the lands taken away from theirselves.—"Geraldus Cambrensis," vol. i, p. 57, Rolls edition.
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